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The	Ancient	History	syllabus	comprises	the	history	of	Early	Vedic	Period	(1500-900	BCE),	Later	Vedic	Period	(900	-600	BCE)	till	Buddha’s	Age/Mahajanapadas	(600-300	BCE).	Prehistoric	India,	Indus	Valley	Civilization,	Vedic	India,	Mahajanapadas,	Buddhism,	and	related	themes	are	all	important	topics	to	study	&	prepare	Ancient	History	UPSC	notes.
In	the	UPSC	Prelims,	Ancient	History	accounts	for	at	least	4–5	questions.	Many	students	disregard	Ancient	History	in	favor	of	Modern	History.	This	is	a	risky	method	because	you	could	miss	the	Prelims	cut-off	marks	by	just	one	mark!	You	can	gain	an	advantage	by	studying	ancient	history.	History	is	also	a	constant	stream	of	occurrences.	We	need	to
study	Ancient	History	in	order	to	better	comprehend	Modern	History.	We’ll	discuss	how	to	study	Ancient	History	for	the	UPSC	Exam	in	this	article.	The	following	notes	on	Indian	history	were	prepared	for	the	UPSC	exam	which	is	used	to	recruit	IAS	and	other	service	officials.Ancient	History	UPSC	Notes:	Important	Topics	to	CoverHistory	is	an
important	aspect	of	the	general	studies	syllabus,	and	every	student	is	required	to	know	everything	there	is	to	know	about	it.	When	it	comes	to	interview	questions,	it’s	also	important	to	keep	a	historical	context	in	mind	at	all	times.	All	candidates	taking	the	UPSC	exam	should	learn	about	Indian	history.Aspirants	for	the	UPSC	should	study	through
these	notes	on	Indian	history	and	add	their	own	observations	as	they	go.	These	notes	also	serve	as	an	introduction	to	India’s	ancient	history,	magnificent	past,	ancient	politics,	and	ancient	art	culture.Why	is	Ancient	History	Important	for	UPSC	Exam?Both	the	Civil	Services	Preliminary	Exam	and	the	Main	Examination	includes	a	large	portion	of	Indian
history	and	culture.	It’s	a	big	element	of	the	UPSC	civil	service	syllabus,	especially	for	the	UPSC	prelims	test.	At	least	5–6	questions	from	this	subject	are	asked	in	the	IAS	prelims	every	year.A	significant	portion	of	the	overall	questions	covered	in	General	Studies	Paper	I	for	the	IAS	test	are	based	on	Indian	history	and	culture.The	study	of	ancient
Indian	history	is	vital	for	people	seeking	to	comprehend	the	true	character	of	the	past,	as	well	as	those	seeking	to	understand	the	nature	of	the	impediments	that	hamper	India’s	progress	as	a	nation.	The	mixing	of	cultural	elements	from	the	north	and	south,	as	well	as	the	east	and	west,	was	a	key	feature	of	ancient	Indian	culture.	Brahmanism,	or
Hinduism,	Jainism,	and	Buddhism	were	all	born	in	ancient	India,	yet	all	of	these	cultures	and	religions	mixed	and	interacted.Weightage	of	Ancient	History	in	Prelims	&	Mains	ExamStrategy	to	Prepare	Ancient	History	for	the	UPSC	History	Exam?Understand	the	history	syllabus	for	the	UPSC	Prelims	and	Mains	exams.NCERTs	should	be	read	and	notes
should	be	prepared.Examine	UPSC	Prelims	and	UPSC	Mains	past	year	question	papers.If	History	is	an	optional	topic	in	the	UPSC	Mains	test,	plan	ahead	because	the	syllabus	is	large.	Ancient	History:	Books	for	IAS	preparationTamil	Nadu	State	Board	Class	XI	textbookNCERT	Class	XI	–	An	Introduction	to	Indian	ArtNCERT	Class	XI	–	Living	Craft
Traditions	of	India	(Chapters	9	&	10)NCERT	Class	XII	–	History	–	Themes	in	Indian	History	Part	ICenter	for	Cultural	Resources	and	Training	(CCRT)	official	WebsiteThe	Wonder	That	Was	India	–	A.L.	Basham	(For	religion	and	philosophy)Significance	of	Ancient	History	Notes	for	UPSCPrepare	your	notes	in	chronological	sequence	to	help	you	revise
more	efficiently.Art	and	Culture	must	also	be	studied	for	the	IAS	Mains,	thus	take	copious	notes	on	this	subject.Because	of	the	amount	of	overlap	with	the	GS	section	in	both	the	UPSC	Prelims	and	Mains	exams,	history	is	a	popular	optional	choice.To	understand	the	IAS	exam	question	trends,	look	at	prior	years’	UPSC	question	papers.Ancient	History
UPSC	Notes	FAQsAns.1	The	following	period’s	are	covered	in	the	Ancient	History	Syllabus:	Early	Vedic	Period	(1500-900	BCE)	Later	Vedic	Period	(900	-600	BCE)	Buddha’s	Age	/	Mahajanapadas	(600-300	BCE)Ans.2	History	is	included	in	General	Studies	Paper	I	of	the	UPSC	Mains	exam.	However,	unless	the	issue	may	be	linked	to	Art	and	Culture,
there	are	no	direct	inquiries	about	Ancient	History.Ans.3	For	IAS	preparation,	NCERT	books	are	a	must-read.	Both	the	UPSC	Prelims	and	Mains	require	these.	History,	geography,	and	economics	NCERT	books	are	extremely	useful.Ans.4	Prehistoric	India,	Indus	Valley	Civilization,	Vedic	India,	Mahajanapadas,	Buddhism,	and	Related	Themes	are	all
important	topics	to	study	in	Ancient	Indian	History.Ans.5	No,	the	ancient	history	syllabus	is	static	in	nature.	Hence	it	is	not	subject	to	change.	However,	the	UPSC	pattern	of	exam	questions	has	gotten	more	dynamic.	Skip	to	content	FEE	DETAILS	FOR	TOPIC	WISE	MATERIALS	Complete	topic	wise	material	for	History	Optional	Fee	for	online	access	of
Topic	Wise	Materials:	Ancient	India:	₹	1550	(without	Map	Material)	₹	2050	(with	Map	Material)	Ancient	India	+	Medieval	India	+	World	History	+	Modern	India:	₹	5500	(without	Map	Materials)	₹	6000	(with	Map	Materials)	Fee	for	Hard	Copy	(along	with	online	access)	of	Topic	Wise	Materials:	Ancient	India	(1180	Pages):	₹	2750	(without	Map
Material)	₹	3750	(with	Map	Material)	Ancient	India	+	Medieval	India	+	World	History	+	Modern	India	(total	4200	Pages):	₹	9000	(without	Map	Materials)	₹	9800	(with	Map	Materials)	PAYMENT	DETAILS	Pay	by	Debit	Card/	Credit	Card/	UPI/	Wallets/	Net	Banking:	OR	Pay	by	using	Google	Pay/	Phone	Pe:	9718593510	OR	Pay	by	using	QR	Code:	Fill	the
following	application	form	after	making	payment:	Archaeological	sources:	Exploration,	Excavation,	Epigraphy,	Numismatics	and	Monuments:	Part	I	Archaeological	sources:	Exploration,	Excavation,	Epigraphy,	Numismatics	and	Monuments:	Part	II	Literary	sources:	Approaches	to	the	study	of	early	Indian	history	Historiography	of	early	Indians	Land
ownership	in	Ancient	India	Pre-history	and	Proto-history	Geographical	factors	Hunting	and	gathering:	Paleolithic	Hunting	and	gathering:	Mesolithic	Mesolithic	Rock	Painting	Beginning	of	agriculture	(Neolithic	and	Chalcolithic):	Part	I	Beginning	of	agriculture	(Neolithic	and	Chalcolithic):	Part	II	Beginning	of	agriculture	(Neolithic	and	Chalcolithic):
Part	III	Beginning	of	agriculture	(Neolithic	and	Chalcolithic):	Part	IV	Beginning	of	agriculture	(Neolithic	and	Chalcolithic):	Part	V	Chalcolithic	pottery	as	a	source	of	history	Indus	Valley	Civilization	Indus	Valley	Civilization:	Date	and	Extent	Indus	Valley	Civilisation:	Origin	Indus	Valley	Civilization:	characteristics	and	significance,	art	and	architecture-
Part	I	Indus	Valley	Civilization:	characteristics	and	significance,	art	and	architecture-	Part	II	Harappan	Subsistence	Pattern	Harappan	Religious	and	Funerary	Beliefs	Harappan	Trade	Harappan	Political	System	Harappan	Script	Harappan	seals	and	sealings	as	a	source	of		history	Decline	and	survival	of	Indus	Valley	Civilization	Megalithic	Cultures:
Distribution	of	pastoral	and	farming	cultures	outside	the	Indus,	Development	of	community	life,	Settlements,	Development	of	agriculture,	Crafts,	Pottery,	and	Iron	industry.	Expansions	of	Aryans	in	India	Vedic	Period:	Puranas	as	a	source	of	history	Formation	of	States	(Mahajanapada):	Republics	and	monarchies	Rise	of	urban	centres	Trade	routes;
Economic	growth;	Introduction	of	coinage	Spread	of	Jainism	and	Buddhism:	Part	I	Spread	of	Jainism	and	Buddhism:	Part	II	Spread	of	Jainism	and	Buddhism:	Part	III	Rise	of	Magadha	and	Nandas	Iranian	and	Macedonian	invasions	and	their	impact	and	Early	Geek-Roman	Accounts	on	India	Mauryan	Empire:	Foundation	of	the	Mauryan	Empire	,
Chandragupta,	Kautilya	and	Arthashastra;	Polity,	Administration;	Economy:	Part	I	Mauryan	Empire:	Foundation	of	the	Mauryan	Empire	,	Chandragupta,	Kautilya	and	Arthashastra;	Polity,	Administration;	Economy:	Part	II	Mauryan	Empire:	Ashoka;	Concept	of	Dharma;	Edicts;	External	contacts;	Religion;	Spread	of	religion;	Literature:	Part	I	Mauryan
Empire:	Ashoka;	Concept	of	Dharma;	Edicts;	External	contacts;	Religion;	Spread	of	religion;	Literature:	Part	II	Mauryan	Empire:	Art,	architecture	and	sculpture	Mauryan	Empire:	Disintegration	of	the	Empire	Sungas	and	Kanvas	Post	-	Mauryan	Period	(Indo-Greeks,	Sakas,	Kushanas,	Western	Kshatrapas)	Indo-Greeks,	Sakas,	Kushanas,	Western
Kshatrapas,	Contact	with	outside	world;	growth	of	urban	centres,	economy,	coinage:	Part	I	Indo-Greeks,	Sakas,	Kushanas,	Western	Kshatrapas,	Contact	with	outside	world;	growth	of	urban	centres,	economy,	coinage:	Part	II	Indo-Greeks,	Sakas,	Kushanas,	Western	Kshatrapas,	Contact	with	outside	world;	growth	of	urban	centres,	economy,	coinage:
Part	III	development	of	religions	and	Mahayana,	social	conditions,	art,	architecture,	culture,	literature	and	science.	Early	State	and	Society	in	Eastern	India,	Deccan	and	South	India	Kharavela	The	Satavahanas:	Part	I	The	Satavahanas:	Part	II	The	Satavahanas:	Part	III	Tamil	States	of	the	Sangam	Age;	Sangam	Age	–	Economic	Development	Sangam
Age-	Social	Development	Sangam	literature	and	culture;	Administration,	Economy,	land	grants,	coinage,	trade	guilds	and	urban	centres:	Part	I	Economy,	land	grants,	coinage,	trade	guilds	and	urban	centres:	Part	II	Buddhist	centres;	Art	and	architecture.	Guptas,	Vakatakas	and	Vardhanas	Guptas:	Polity	and	Administration-	Part	I	Guptas:	Polity	and
Administration-	Part	II	Guptas:	Society-	Caste	System,	Position	of	women	Guptas:	Economic	conditions,	Coinage	of	the	Guptas,	Land	grants,	Decline	of	urban	centres,	Indian	feudalism-	Part	I	Guptas:	Economic	conditions,	Coinage	of	the	Guptas,	Land	grants,	Decline	of	urban	centres,	Indian	feudalism-	Part	II	Guptas:	Economic	conditions,	Coinage	of
the	Guptas,	Land	grants,	Decline	of	urban	centres,	Indian	feudalism-	Part	III	Guptas:	Economic	conditions,	Coinage	of	the	Guptas,	Land	grants,	Decline	of	urban	centres,	Indian	feudalism-	Part	IV	Guptas:	Economic	conditions,	Coinage	of	the	Guptas,	Land	grants,	Decline	of	urban	centres,	Indian	feudalism-	Part	V	Guptas:	Education	and	educational
institutions;	Nalanda,	Vikramshila	and	Vallabhi	Guptas:	Literature,	scientific	literature-	Part	I	Guptas:	Literature,	scientific	literature-	Part	II	Guptas:	Literature,	scientific	literature-	Part	III	Guptas:	Art	and	Architecture	Painting		during	Gupta	period	Ajanta	Art	Vakatakas	Vardhanas	Regional	States	during	Gupta	Era	The	Kadambas,	Pallavas,	Chalukyas
of	Badami;	Polity	and	Administration,	Trade	guilds,	Literature;	Growth	of	Vaishnava	and	Saiva	religions;	Tamil	Bhakti	movement,	Shankaracharya;	Vedanta;	Institutions	of	temple	and	temple	architecture;	Palas:	Polity	and	administration	Rashtrakutas:	Polity	and	administration	Senas,	Paramaras,	Polity	and	administration	Palas:	Cultural	aspects
Rashtrakutas:	Cultural	aspects	Arab	conquest	of	Sind;	Alberuni-	Part	I,	Alberuni-	Part	II,	The	Chalukyas	of	Kalyana,	Cholas:	Polity	and	Administration;	Hoysalas,	Pandyas:	Polity	and	Administration;	local	Government;	Growth	of	art	and	architecture:	Cholas	Growth	of	art	and	architecture:	Hoyasalas	Growth	of	art	and	architecture:	Pandyas	Religious
sects:	Part	I	Religious	sects:	Part	II	Institution	of	temple	and	Mathas,	Agraharas,	education	and	literature,	economy	and	society.	Themes	in	Early	Indian	Cultural	History	Languages	and	texts,	Major	stages	in	the	evolution	of	art	and	architecture,	Mathura	School	of	art,	Gandhara	School	of	Arts,	Amaravati	School	of	Art	Major	philosophical	thinkers	and
schools:	The	Systems	of	Indian	Philosophy	Major	philosophical	thinkers	and	schools:	Six	Schools	of	Indian	Philosophy	Major	philosophical	thinkers	and	schools:	Ajivika	and	Charvaka	School	Major	philosophical	thinkers	and	schools:	Tantricism	Major	philosophical	thinkers	and	schools:	Shaktism	Ideas	in	Science	and	Mathematics:	Part	I	Ideas	in
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